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admitted for a probation period, to be followed by
definite membership. The new member had to
swear a solemn oath binding her till the day of her
death or till the achievement of Polish independ-
ence, the oath being administered in front of a
pair of burning candles and a naked sword. In
the course of the next two years fifteen further
women's detachments were formed in Wieliczka,
Przemysl, Stanislaw, Kolomea, Sanok and other
Galician towns. A year later, in 1913, these
organizations were opened to Polish women from
Congress Poland and Prussian Poland, who faith-
fully spent their summer vacation in training.

In no single case did a member of the women's
detachments break her oath. Many parents
attempted to prevent their daughters from carrying
out their undertaking, but they invariably failed;
if there was no other way out the girls concerned
ran away from home to present themselves at their
allotted posts.

The women's organizations had many sub-
divisions and, on the whole, constituted a military
academy, at which the members were instructed
and trained in the roles which they were destined
to play in the coming war and in the new phase
of the struggle for independence which was to
begin simultaneously. The instructors were Polish
regular officers of the Austro-Hungarian Army,
either on the active or the retired list. Anticipating
a short war, the leaders of the feminine military
academies concentrated mainly on the intelligence,
liaison, and medical services, but the members
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